


How much do you think you’re worth?
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Mother of FASD sufferers

SESSION 7

The following presentation contains an image which you may find distressing. 



Children and adults with FASD
Are they being valued?

Marie Oldham

“Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder describes the permanent impacts on the brain and body of 
individuals prenatally exposed to alcohol during pregnancy, resulting in a spectrum of physical, 

neurological, emotional and behavioural regulation characteristics” 



Daniel’s secret brain damage

Recent meta analysis estimates a global FASD 
prevalence of 7.7 per 1,000 population and a UK 
prevalence of 32.4 per 1,000 population*

Some studies estimate a prevalence of 63% in 
children submitted for adoption **



The adoption myth

2,950 children adopted in the UK, Y/E Mar 2022

82,170 in the care system



The Reality of FASD

Educationally isolated

Socially isolated

Fragmented families

Risk taking

Socially vulnerable

Lack of capacity

Substance use



FASD and the CJS

Individuals with FASD are 19 times more likely to 
be involved with the criminal justice system 
when compared to those without FASD*

52% of children in care have a criminal conviction 
by age 24** 

18% of them were under 16**

92% of children in care who enter custody have 
special education needs**

Regular criminal activity often leads to a return 
to care - often under DoLs or within Secure Units

*University of Salford  **ONS & Children’s Commissioner



FASD and Mental Health

Low Self esteem

Frustration

Unemployment

Family breakdown

Lack of capacity

Difficulty accessing services



Daniel’s plea

Recognition

Education

Awareness

Early intervention



Tragically care leavers make up 7% of the deaths of young people aged 18-21 despite only comprising 1% of the 
population for this age group. [2]

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/blog/new-findings-on-how-children-in-care-interact-with-the-criminal-justice-system/#_ftn2
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